* Occasfonal Report No, 2
e\

Al =
XN t 4
<A \.v { ;j?{
o O\

Ny,
«

S 8

it

WY, WYy
Iz

e

AN

PREVENT FOREST FIRES

DIVISION OF FORESTRY
DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION AND DEVELOPMENT



YELLOW POPLAR GROWIH AND YIELD DATA
ON _SELECTED_ST
o
VIRGINIA

Yellow poplar has long been recognized as ons of Virginia's most valu-
able forest trees. 4s a tree it characteristically offers good form and attains
a large size under fevorable growing conditions. It is a tree of many uses, thé
most common uses in Virginia being lumber, veneer and pulpwood;

The natural range of yellow poplar in Virginia covers the entire State
with the region of best growth confined mostly to the mountains. Yellow poplar
is very adaptable and once it becomes established, can meke satisfactory growth
on any moist, well drained soil of good depth.

Certain characteristics of yellow poplar are well known =- such as its
rapid growth after once becoming established on an area, that full sunlight is
needed for proper growth, the fact that it is a prolific seeder, and that it is
highly resistant to disease and injury. Fire and grazing ere the worst enemies
of poplar, and both of these can be controlled by men. Because of better fire
protection in Virginia in recent years, foresters have observed that second-
growth poplar now is of better quality and contains less defect.

 On the other hend, there are some characteristics of yellow poplar of
which little is known at present. TFor example, what is the best plan of manasge-
ment for it? Should yellow poplar be thinned periodically; if so, how much shotl.:
be cut and how often? If too heavily cut, sprout growth may appear on the stems
of the uncut trees which could reduce lumber and veneer values. If not thinneq,
growth mey be retarded and the stand may stagnate. Little is also known about
the planting of yellow poplar seedlings so that e satisfactory survival rate can
be obtained. In 1953 the Tennessee Valley Authority made.an appraisal of two-

year old yellow poplar plantations in the Tennessee Valley and found the average






